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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


We, the undersigned, Selectmen of the town of Marlborough, 
respectfully submit the following Fifancial Report, for the 
year ending March 1, 1880: 


APRIL INVOICE, 1879. 


Total valuation, $504,547 00 
Reduced value, 2,922 73 
Resident real estate, 320,662 00 
Non-resident real estate, 9,453 00 
Mills and machinery, 2,100 00 
Factories and machinery, 49,300 00 
Stock in trade, 21,569 00 
Money at interest, 34.705 00 
Stock in banks, | | 8,000 00 
Logs, 300 00 
192 horses, 10,464 00 
499 cattle, . 13,622 00 
263 sheep, 788 00 
5 hogs, 29 00 
13 carriages, 855 00 
327 polls, é 32,700 00 


Rate per cent. on one hundred dollars, including the high- 
way money, $1.44. 
Number of dogs, 48. 


AMOUNT OF MONEY RAISED BY TAX. 


State Tax, $1,368 00 
County tax, 1,130 09 
Town Charges, 2,000 00 
Highways, 1,200 00 
Schools, 1,197 00 


Tucker School Fund, i565. OL 


Lydia Wyman School Fund, $33 04 
Town A fy 21 00 
Ministerial Fund, oad OO 
School Tax in No. 2, 75 00 
Dog tax, 55 00 
‘Surplusage, 278 64 
$7,396 11 
Amount of warrant committed to Edwin W. Mason, 
Collector, | $7,396 11 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Amount of money expended for schools, including 
funds, $1,396 24 
District No. 1, Merrill Mason, $90 58 
“s¢ 2, Charles O. Whitney, | 653 29 
“66 =. 8, James Thatcher, 115 14 
“66 4, Miles F. Cudworth, 89 77 
A, 5, George A. Porter, 102 73 
“© 6, George H. Hill, 86 35 
¢ 7, Milton J. White, 100 57 
‘© 8, Miss Helen Chase, 152 51 
“To Jaffrey, 3 26 
‘To Harrisville, 2 04 
$1,396 24 
FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
‘Paid L. G. Bemis, services as steward, $ 10 42 
ag ‘¢ repairs on engine and hose, 11 28 
Fifty firemen, 150 00 
$171 67 
SUPPORT OF COUNTY PAUPERS. 
‘Support of Mr. Elias Thatcher and wife, $17 50 
Funeral expenses . °° ae. 20 00 
Support of George M. Hill, 13 50 
Funeral expenses of George M. Hill, 13 00 
Support of Mrs. Chancy M. Carpenter, 61 30 
Support of Anis Roby, 50 


$125 80 
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SUPPORT OF TOWN PAUPERS. 


Support of Mrs. William R. White, 
a Mrs. David Totten and children, 
ve Frankie Collins, 
vs Mrs. George M. Hill and children, 


$191 46 


86 
66 


79 
21 


224 47 





$568 


Amount of money committed to road agents, $1191 00 


George A. Nutting, 
John McRoy, 

Amos A. Mason, 
John M. Davis, 
Frank H. Harvey, 
J. Whitney Lawrence, 
David 8. Derby, 
‘George Thatcher, 
Wilber F. Wallace, 
Charles M. Jones, 
‘Charles M. Miller, 
_Artemas Richardson, 
Isaac W. Holbrook, 
Stillman Richardson, 
Levi A. Fuller, 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Amos A. Mason, Selectman, 1879, 
J. K. Southwick, 4 6 
Luther Hemmenway, ‘“ ae 
George G. Davis, Town Clerk, 
A es ‘¢ Treasurer, 
Edwin W. Mason, Collector, 
Charles Mason, Supt. School Committee, 
Mrs. Carrie E. Fairbanks, ‘ 6 cs 
Charles K. Mason, ne . oe 
Charles K. Mason, Moderator, 
Charles Mason, Supervisor, 1879, 


$54 
44 
76 


93 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
08 
00 
00 
00 
00 
0G 
00 
06 


00 
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Jairus Collins, Supervisor, 1879, $1 
Luther G. Bemis, cf 6 1 
Charles R. Applin, Police, 1878 and 1879, 196 
Goodhue Tenney, cigieeg typ , 2 
$448 

ROADS AND BRIDGES. 

Paid Charles M. Miller, breaking roads, 1878-9, $36 
Mrs. Stilman Woodward, Ex’x, bs sé 4 
John McRoy, breaking roads, 1878-9, 23 
Josiah M. Darling, a of i 6 
A. A. Mason, b 3 2 4. 5) 
William C. Mason, sh a 4. 5) 
George A. Nutting, ss A bt 4 
Charles M. Jones, es “s aS 10 
Elias A. Thatcher, de oh 2 
Frank H. Harvey, ey sh : 3 
David S. Derby, fe os 12 
Wilber F. Wallace, # 4 s fl 
Alfred F. Clark, is 2 re 3 
J. Whitney Lawrence, ‘‘ *¢ 1879-80, 1 
J. Whitney Lawrence, repairing bridges, 18 
Miss Clara E. Hardy, crossing land in winter, 9) 
A. G. Mann, stone, 24 
Osgood R. Wiswall, bridge plank, 25 
A. T. Woodward, aS . 35 
Levi A. Fuller, repairing bridges, 45 
Charles Mason and D. W. Tenney, land damage 

for new road, 12 
George G. Elwell, building new road, 15 
Artemas Richardson, building bank wall near 

reservoir, _ Lae 
Cyrus 8. Moors, stone for wall near reservoir, 10 
Charles Mason, gravel for roads, REE : 6 
L. Hemenway, repairing bridges, 6 
Two new iron bridges, : 759 


26 
00 


$1,221 


23 


( 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Paid State tax, $1,368 00 
County tax, 1,130 09 
Town bonds, 5,786 64 
Interest on bonds, - 709 60 
James Townsend, bank wall, 5 00 
Eli B. Knowlton, tolling bell, 1878, Sx 


_ John W. Sawyer, enlarging stage in town hall, 24 84 


John C. Stone, painting in town hall, 3 00 
Bounty on 6 foxes and 6 hawks, 4 20 
Expenses taking invoice, 2 73 
Batchelder & Faulkner, attorney fees, 16 00 
School-house tax in No. 2 district, 75 00 
Printing Town Reports for 1879, SoU 
Frank H. Harvey, 1 sheep killed by dogs, 4 00 
Jacob Proctor, 2 we 44 4 00 
Dennis W. Carroll, 1 “*‘ $4 3 00 
J. Whitney Lawrence, building bank wall 

near cemetery, 39 10 
J. Whitney Lawrence, building sidewalk 

near A. K. Martin’s, 30 00 
Universalist society, ministerial fund, 11 1d 
Congregational ae a pe De 
Methodist js Se BLE 
Elijah Gates, public watering trough, 3 00 
William C.:Mason, 4. 3 00 
Thomas White, $6 3 00 
Mary H. Buss, ih 3 00 
Levi A. Fuller, as 3 00 
Batchelder & Faulkner, retaining fee, 6 00 
One copy of the General Laws, 5 00 
Stationery, 6 55 
B. F. Merriam, bed pan, 75 
Charles M. Miller, breaking roads, 1880, 4 05 
James A. White, paint for bridges, 1 00 
Elias A. Thatcher, breaking road, 1880, 1 25 
Abatement of taxes assessed 1879, 20 77 


. a 1875-6-7, 44 82 
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Abatement of taxes assessed 1878, $25 56 
H. L. Wiswall, one bridge stringer, 7 00 
$9,411 30 
RECAPITULATION. 

Amount appropriated for schools, $1,396 24° 
Town Officers, . 448 96 
Amount committed to Road Agent, 1,191 00 
Support of County Paupers, 125 80 
Support of Town Paupers, 568 93 
Roads and Bridges, 1,221 23 
Fire Department, 171 67 
Miscellaneous, ‘ 9,411 30 
$14,535 13 

MONEY PAID INTO TREASURY. 
Taxes assessed in 1879, $6,904 75 
“¢ wt Kay fa 957 36 
Savings Bank tax received, 1,454 02 
Railroad Ps 47 04 
Literary Fund received, 88 80 
Received for town bonds sold, 3,675 00 
Received of County for support of poor, — 3874 34 
i J expense of C. E. Hardy inquest, 49 67 
‘¢ State Treasurer, bounty on wild animals, 3 70 
‘¢ E. O. Woodward, agent town hall building, 419 40 
‘+ on note in favor of the town, 30 00 
$14,024 08 

ASSETS OF THE TOWN MARCH 1, 1880. 

Cash in the treasury, $1,871 84 
Note in favor of the town, 391 06 

Money advanced to C. A. Bemis on town history, 
and to be refunded, 50 00 
Balance of taxes assessed in 1879, 491 386 
oe is 4 1878, * 100 82 
Value of bridge plank and stringers, 50 00 
$2,954 58 
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- LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN, MARCH 1, 1880. 








Amount due on town bonds, $12,165 00 
Coupons due, by estimation, 184 52 
Due for support Mrs. Wm. R. White at State asylum, 34 00 
Due for support of Frankie Collins, i 11 25 
; ; $12,394 77 
Assets subtracted, 2,954 58 
Indebtedness March 1, 1880, $9,440 19 
Indebtedness March 1, 1879, $10,209 13 
ae PUL G1S80, 9,440 19 © 
Reduction of debt the past year, — $768 94 
PROPERTY OWNED BY THE TOWN. 
Town hall building, | $7,000 00 
Engine house, 800 00 
Engine and fixtures, 1,200 00 
Lock-up, 200 00 
$9,200 06 


AMOS A. MASON, 

J. K. SOUTHWICK, 

LUTHER HEMENWAY, 
Selectmen of Marlborough. 


In accordance with our duties as Town .Auditors, for the 
year ending March 1, 1880, we have examined the accounts 
and vouchers of the Selectmen for the current year, and find 
them correctly cast and properly vouched. 


CHARLES MASON, 
LEVI A. FULLER 


CHARLES O. WHITNEY, 
! Auditors. 
Marlborough, Feb. 28, 1880. 


TOWN’ HALL BUILDING. 





REPORT OF E. 0. WOODWARD, AGENT, FROM MARCH Isr, 


1879. 


' 1879, 


TO MARCH lst, 1880. 


RECEIPTS. 


March 1, Received from Paquoig Lodge No. 50, 


April 


May 


June 


July 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


West Swanzey Dramatic Club, 
Assembly, 
66 
Methodist society, 
Agricultural lecture, 
Frank Sturtevant, 
Mr. Conoly, 
Assembly, 
Marlboro’ Dramatic Club, 
Amy Stone Dramatic Ass’n, 
Base Ball Club, 
C. I. Hale, 
Wardwell & Bemis, 
G. G. Davis, 
Wardwell & Bemis, 
Dramatic Club, 
Bullard & Co., 
C: IL. Hale, 
Select readings, 
Jubilee Singers, 
C. I. Hale, 
G. G. Davis, 
Assembly, 
Potter, 
C. I. Hale, 
Walking match, 
Base Ball Club, 


$4 00 


i) 
3 
3. 00 
8 
2 
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Nov. 1, Reeeived from Prof. Bateman, $12 00 
8 6é 6s 2 OO 
(i ‘¢ le Assembly, 3 00: 
17, % D. A. White, i 3 00 
18, _ Pre CO. Lately 10 42 
18, pine Methodist society, 1 50 
26, te _ Gen. Tom Thumb, : 4 00 
) Zi, “ Assembly, 3. 78 
ee 5, us G. G. Davis, 62 50 
Ee, ss C. I. Hale, 8 00 
1%; te Dramatie Club, 6 00 
18, Bs Congregational society, 6 00 

1880. | 
Jan. 2, hy Paquoig Lodge, No. 50, 14 00 
Be asta A. N. Howe & Son, : 2 00 
$. +4 Reform Club, 15 00 
9, ree Daneing school, 9 00 
a, 33 Universalist society, 2 00 
28, “7 C. I. Hah, 10 42 
Feb. 16, ihe Select readings, 3 00 
18, Te Methodist society, 6 00 
at. Re Select readings, 3 00 
LN hal G. G. Davis, 62 50 
24, = C. I. Hale, 20 84 
$557 94 

DISBURSEMENTS. 
1879. 

March 8. Paid H. L. Wiswall, for wood, $6 15 
eter _C. M. Miller, a 2 00 
peritey b: C. M. Miller. 4 00 
April 1}. For desks. 7 2 90 
May 22. A. Knowlton, 28 20 
mS J. C. Stone, 4 00 
Sept. 10. Town Treasurer, 62 50 
Saris. A. Knowlton, 8 50 
Pe a2 2 For window glass, 1 00 
Dec. d. Town Treasurer, 62 50 


a eB A. Knowlton, 30 19 
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Nov. 28. Paid J. W. Sawyer, 
1880. 
Jan. J. W. Lawrence, wood, 


A. Knowlton, 


2 

a3 _ Mr. Reed, sawing wood, 
ta 

7 

(j Town Treasurer, 


E. O. WOODWARD, 
Marlborough, March 1, 1880. 


$13 80 


7 25 
90 

29 65 
294 40 





$557 94 


Agent. 


REPORT OF 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


It has again become the duty of the Superintending School 
Committee, in compliance with the laws of the State, to sub- 
mit a report of the schools in town for the year ending March 
Ist, 1880, to the citizens of Marlboro’. 

Districr No. 1.—Prudential Committee, Merrill Mason. 
There was but one term of school in this district, and but few 
scholars, but the teacher, Miss Eliza E. Mason of Marlboro’, 
was qualified to instruct a larger school. Only five scholars 
belong to the district ; three others from Roxbury attended a 
part of the term. 

‘A school as small as this has an appearance of loneliness 
that is difficult to overcome. The scholars think (and right- 
ly) there would be more ambition if a larger number were in 
attendance, and more competition. A good degree of im- 
provement was manifest at the closing examination. 

Your Committee would respectfully call the attention of the 
district to the school laws, especially Gen. Laws of N. H., 
Chap. 86, Sec. 22, which reads as follows: ‘‘ Two or more 
contiguous districts in the same or different towns, may by 
concurring votes unite in support of their schools, and the 
school money of such districts may be expended in the support 
of schools kept in either district agreeably to such votes.” 

‘In the present condition of district No. 1, your Committee 
think it would be for the interest of both districts to unite. 
No. 1 and No. 8 for one or more years. Length of term, 17 
weeks; number of scholars, 5. 

District No. 2.—Prudential Committee, Charles O. Whit- 
ney and Mrs. L. E. Blodgett. Both Summer and Fall terms 
of the Primary Department were in care of Miss Irene L. 
Harrington of this town, who has had charge of it for many 
consecutive terms, and has invariably had good success. 


14 


This school is of such a character as to require a teacher of 
great patience, perseverance and untiring energy. The Fall 
term was especially difficult, on account of the large number 
of scholars and the different nationalities. To look after and 
keep occupied so many small, restless scholars, was no easy 
matter. Miss Harrington labored with her accustomed dili- 
gence, and was faithful in the discharge of her duties, but her 
labors proved so arduous she was obliged to suspend her 
school on account of ill health, and, much to the regret of all, 
was unable to resume her position, therefore the school fin- 
ished without any closing examination; but your Committee, 
from visits made during the term, are able to report marked 
improvement. We are happy to add, Miss Harrington has 
again regained her health, and is now engaged in teaching a 
private school. Spring term, 94 weeks ; number of scholars, 
51; Fall term, 6 1-10 weeks; number of scholars, 60. 

Intermediate Department.—Miss Annie L. Kidder of Bel- 
lows Falls taught both Spring and Winter terms. Your 
Committee, at the time of examination, felt that’ she would 
keep a good school, and were not disappointed. Easy, 
affable and pleasant in the school room, she won the respect, 
love and confidence of her pupils, thereby securing good order 
and ready obedience. Although the scholars were small, 
their deportment was almost unexceptionable, and worthy of 
commendation. A large number of the parents and friends 
were present at the closing examination of both terms, to 
witness the improvement, which was very manifest, showing 
the teacher had been faithful and the scholars diligent. 
Length of Spring term, 10 weeks; number of scholars, 42. 
Winter term, 9 weeks; number of scholars, 41. 

Grammar Department.—The Prudential Committee were 
fortunate enough to secure the services of Miss Nellie M. 
Atwood of Alstead for both Spring and Winter terms. As a 
teacher she stands in the front rank, and her success is so 
well known no remarks from us are necessary. Her method 
of teaching is the true one—to edueate the scholar to think. 
It gives them confidence and ability to perform. which they 
could in no other way acquire. We were pleased to see so 
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many of the citizens present to witness the exercises at the 
close of each term, and with us bear testimony to the im- 
provement made, the good deportment of the scholars, the 
readiness with which they responded to all questions, and 
solved difficult problems. We heartily congratulate the Dis- 
trict in having had most excellent teachers and schools, in 
every department, and each and every term for the year. 
Spring term, 10 weeks; number of scholars, 32; Winter 
term, 9 weeks ; number of scholars, 40. 

The parents of the pupils attending the Grammar Depart- 
ment, feeling desirous of having their scholars attend longer, 
continued the Winter term three weeks by subscription, 
nearly all the scholars attending. 

District No. 8.—Prudential Committee, James Thatcher. 
The Spring term was taught by Miss Addie R. Hall of West- 
moreland, a teacher of some experience and good qualifica- 
tions. She labored hard for the good of her pupils, was 
active industrious and faithful. The school was orderly and 
quiet. Most of the scholars are small, therefore the closing 
examination could not show the scholarship we find in more 
advanced schools, but the larger ones evinced a good knowl- 
edge of the studies pursued, and all showed a commendable 
degree of improvement. Length of term, 10 weeks; number 
of scholars, 12. 

The Winter term was under the instruction of Miss Alice 
E. Gates of Marlboro’. She brought to her aid experience, 
energy and ability. and did a good work. The scholars at 
the close of the term were very prompt and correct in their 
responses to the questions asked in the various branches, and 
gave evidence of time well spent. The deportment was good, 
and the apathy which we have seen here in time past, we are 
rejoiced to say is among tlie things that were. There was no 
exception to the rule of a good attendance of the parents at 
the close of both Spring and Winter terms of school, thus 
showing to the scholars that they take an interest in their 
welfare, and thereby proving an incentive to renewed exer- 
tions on the part of the pupils. Length of term, 11 weeks ; 
number of scholars, 15. 
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Districr No. 4.—Prudential Committee, M. S. Cudworth. — 
Both terms of this school were under the care of Miss N. A. 
Hadley of Hancock, a teacher of large experience. Miss 
Hadley labored faithfully for the good of her pupils, but at 
the commencement of the Summer term was almost discour- 
aged, as the school was so small and the scholars so young ; 
only five scholars, the ages ranging from five to ten. It was 
impossible with this small number to make very much of a 
display at the examination, but on visiting the school near 
the close we were satisfied she had done what she could. 
Length of term, 8 weeks ; number of scholars, 5. 

The Winter term, under the same teacher, with nine schol- 
ars, gave evidence of being in the hands of a skilfal teacher, 
and the closing examination was very satisfactory to both 
parents and Committee. Length of term, 7 weeks; number 
of scholars, 9. 


Districr No. 5. Prudential Committee, George A. Porter. 
The Summer term was in care of Miss Minnie S. Knight, of 
Harrisville. Miss Knight has taught this school several terms 
previous to the present one; she is active and energetic, but 
your Committee would have been better satisfied had she 
thrown her pupils more on their own resources; we do not 
think it best to question pupils in a manner to suggest the 
answer. The closing examination showed commendable pro- 
gress. Length of term, 7 weeks; number of scholars, 7. 


The Winter term was under the instruction of Miss Flora 
G. Allison of Dublin. Miss Allison is a faithful and success- 
ful teacher. Her method of teaching is to learh the pupil to 
think for himself, and under her management, the school im- 
proved rapidly, and the examination at the close was satisfac- 
tory to all concerned. | ae 

Your Committee would earnestly recohend a union. of 
Districts Nos. 4 and 5, believing that the inconvenience would 
be more than counterbalanced by longer and better schools. 
Length of term, 10 weeks; number of scholars, 9. 

District No. 6. Prudential Committee, George H. Hill. 
Both Summer and Fall terms were taught by Miss Hulda J. 
Hill of Marlboro’. The instruction was thorough, and the 


/ 
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scholars studious and obedient. Miss Hill is calculated to 
make a fine teacher, and is well qualified for a larger school. 
There are many disadvantages a teacher is obliged to labor 
under in this District; the number of scholars is very. small, 
and the school house is in a bad condition. The stove pipe 
stands at nearly right angles, and of course smokes badly, so 
the windows and doors are obliged to stand open and emit: 
the smoke. 

We sincerely hope some arrangement will be made to unite: 
this District with some other, but if not, that the people will’ 
take interest enough to make the school-house a little more 
comfortable and pleasant for the teacher and the few scholars: 
that are obliged to go there. Summer term, 8 weeks: num- 
ber of scholars, 8. Fall term, 10 weeks ; number of scholars, 7.. 

Districr No. 7. Prudential Committee, Milton White. 
The Summer term was taught by Miss Lizzie C. Moors of” 
Marlboro’. The school was very small, with no advanced. 
scholars ; but the teacher labored faithfully for the few, and a 
good school was the result. Term, 10 weeks; number of.” 
scholars, 7. . 

Teacher for the Fall term, Frank E. Phillips of Swanzey. 
‘This was Mr. Phillips’ first effort in teaching ; perhaps a larger 
experience will enable him to do a better work. The scholars 
were disposed to be obedient, consequently the school passed 
off quietly, but the improvement was small. There are many 
things that help to make a good teacher, and among others it 
is very desirable that they should be energetic and thoroughly 
wide awake. Term, 10 weeks; number of scholars, 12. 


District No. 8. Prudential Committee, Miss Helen Chase. 
The Summer term was under the instruction of Miss Cora M. 
Prescott of Reading, Mass., a young lady well calculated to 
make an ex@ellent teacher; she has a fine education, and the 
training she has received at the Normal schools in that State: 
have qualified her well for her work. Her efforts in this. 
school were met with good success, and at the close the schol-: 
ars showed a marked improvement. Length of term, 8 weeks ;; 
number of scholars, 18. 

The District was fortunate in securing the services of Miss 
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Lillia J. Adams of Marlboro, for the Fall term. She is a 
thorough, energetic and affectionate teacher, at once winning 
the love and respect of every scholar; her government was 
excellent ; the kindest feeling seemed to exist between teacher 
and scholars, and the same feeling was manifested by every 
member of the District toward the teacher. which is a rare 
thing, as there are usually some dissenting voices. The 
scholars made good progress in the various branches taught, 
and the closing exercises were unusually interesting. Length 
of term, 8 weeks; number of scholars, 27. 

The Winter term was in charge of Miss Clara KE. Hardy of 
Marlboro’. She is a teacher of large experience, very thor- 
ough in her instruction, and never sparing any pains or labor. 
for the good of her pupils. The scholars were obedient, and 
manifested a good degree of interest throughout the term. 
Much credit is due both teacher and scholars. ‘The examina- 
tion at the close of school s!}owed that a good work had been 
done. ‘Length of term, 10 weeks; number of scholars, 21. 

This District has been fortunate in having three excellent 
schools the past year, and we wish a little more interest might 
be taken in the school house as well as the school. The room 
is pleasant and comfortable, all except the seats, which are» 
not fit for any one to sit on for any length of time. We do 
not think there is a parent in the District who would think of 
making a child sit on such a seat at home; how then can they 
expect children to go there and sit six hours in a day and 
keep still? We hope all in the District will be interested 
enough in this matter to have the old seats removed and new 
ones put in their places: it would add very much to the com- 
fort of all the children. 


REMARKS, 


Progress, advancement and improvement are the result of 
education; therefore every community should aim to have 
good schools. While we do not claim perfection for ours for 
the past year, we can say that they have been unusually good ; 
many have been of a high order, and none have proved fail- 
ures. The teachers as a whole have been diligent, capable 
and efficient, and we recommend the Prudential Committees 
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to again secure the services of those who proved successful, 
believing it desirable to retain such, and not change too often. 
The greatest drawback to the efficiency and usefulness of our 
schools has been their shortness. This is to be regretted, as 
the last part of a term is of the most importance, and fre- 
quently a few additional weeks would prove more profitable 
than all the rest. | 
PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 

The office of Prudential Committee is an important one, 
and should be filled by a person who takes an active interest 
in the prosperity of the District ; one who will enter upon the 
discharge of the responsible duties, with an earnest desire and 

‘determination to have a good school, and thus. confer a lasting 
benefit on the community. 


TEACHERS. 


That there is as wide a difference in the ability and actual 
worth of teachers in their profession, as in any other calling, 
is well known, but not sufficiently realized. The same care 
and good judgment should be exercised in the selection of a 
teacher that would be used by a good business man in secur- 
ing the services of a person for his own private business. 
The question is not who can be obtained for the least money, 
(although in many of-our out districts. where they have but a 
small amount of money, the agent is forced to take this into 
consideration to some extent), but who will render the best 
service to the school. The best are none too good. The poor 
are dear at any price. 

There are many persons, so far as book knowledge is con- 
cerned, well qualified to teach, but are wanting in good mor- 
als, executive ability and the faculty of imparting knowledge 
to others. A teacher should not only be proficient in the 
studies to be taught, but also possess good morals and an irre- 
proachable character, and by their every-day life and teach- 
ings present to the scholar a good example; for the influence 
a teacher exerts is wide-spread. We believe it as much the 
part of a teacher’s duty to teach ethics and correct business 
habits as to instruct from the text-books ; that it is as necessary 
to acquire habits of honesty, diligence and system as to learn 
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arithmetic, grammar and geography, for an incorruptible 
character is the noblest of all possessions, and without this 
the education of the intellect will be of little value. In view 
of the fact that it is of such vital importance that good teach- 
ers be secured, Prudential Committees cannot be too careful 
‘in their selection. While we know there must be beginners, 
‘inexperienced teachers, and that some young ones prove su- 
perior to others’ of more experience, still as a rule those are. 
»preferable who have been tried and not found wanting. 


TEXT-BOOKS. 


Your Committee. although importuned by agents and others 
‘interested in the sale of school books, have not deemed it ad- 
wisable to make any change during the past year. While 
“some of the books inspected have impressed us as superior 
-and preferable, we felt the advantages that would be received 
vould not at this time warrant us in recommending a change. 


SCHOOL APPARATUS. 


District No. 2 at its last annual meeting voted to raise a 
‘special tax for the purpose of procuring maps, charts, globes, 
&e., for the schools. These were purchased and placed in 
the respective rooms for which they were intended. ‘The 
good resulting from their use has been very apparent, especi- 
ally the reading charts in the primary department, which 
under the circumstances, proved almost invaluable. We sin- 
cerely hope that other districts may be so arranged as to be 
able to secure necessary apparatus for their use. 


CONSOLIDATION. 


Your Committee feel it to be their duty to again recom- 
‘mend that some measures be taken to consolidate the schools, 
if not the districts in town. The great object should be the 
establishment of the best schools at the least cost, and the 
people should have no interest in any system that fails to 
“secure these ends. In one word, the true principle to act 
upon, should be to secure the greatest good to the greatest 
number. In order to arrive at a desirable result, all prejudice 
must be cast aside, a proper spirit of self-sacrifice manifested, 
and the subject be considered in the light of reason and justice, 


21 


We would not at the present time recommend the change 
of the bounds of any District, unless it be the wish of the 
citizens thereof; but would suggest and advise the union of 
certain Districts or parts of Districts by mutual consent, for 
school purposes, for one or more years, or until such Dis- 
tricts shall have'a sufficient number of scholars to maintain a 
good school in each. We will briefly state a few of the rea- 
son why this change is desirable. All agree that good educa- 
tion is essential to the welfare of any community, individually 
and collectively. Well conducted schools of suitable size and 
length are absolutely necessary to arrive at such a result. 
_ The average length of the schools in this town for the past 
year has been only 18 8-10 weeks; manifestly quite too short. 
If the changes suggested can be made, there is money enough 
raised (without any increased taxation) to have every school 
in town have thirty weeks’ schooling. It can but be evident 
to all that we labor under great disadvantage in maintaining 
so many small schools. It would be considered poor economy 
in an individual to hire and pay:a person for a full day’s 
work when there was but one-third of a day’s labor to be per- 
formed. Is it not quite as unwise for a town to pay two or 
three teachers, warm and keep in repair as many school- 
houses, when the scholars can all be brought into one school 
without going an unreasonable distance? No argument is 
necessary to support this statement. As it now is, the small 
districts lose a great many advantages they should have. 
Poor school-houses, teachers of mediocrity, short schools, and 
the loss of that stimulus which numbers, and the effect of 
mind acting on mind produces, .are among the losses sus- 
tained. With a less number of schools, first-class teachers of 
higher qualifications could be secured, necessary apparatus 
provided, and longer terms and more profitable schools would 
be the result. 

The proposed change must of necessity put some of our 
citizens to the inconvenience of sending their children farther 
to school. This we regret, but believe the advantages they 
will derive will in a measure counterbalance the disadvan- 
tages ; and those who are to be most benefited must see to it 
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that their less fortunate neighbors receive that portion of the 
school money to which they will be entitled on account of 
their distance from school. It is urged that in addition to 
the inconvenience of having to,send scholars a greater dis- 
tance, real estate will depreciate by the removal of the school 
houses. ‘To a certain extent this is true. But the important 
fact must not be lost sight of, that a school-house without a 
school is about as utterly useless as a plow without a team to 
draw it. The substance is far better than the shadow. 

It is for the intelligent citizens of the town to say whether 
their children shall be curtailed in their educational privileges 
by retaining the old system; raise more money for the sup- 
port of schools, or see to it that what is already raised is ex- 
pended in a judicious and economical manner. We ask all to 
give the subject careful thought, and hope and trust those 
who are the most interested, and to be the most affected by a 
change, will make arrangements that shall prove satisfactory 
and advantageous to all concerned, and place the schools of 
Marlboro’ on a good hasis. 

For reference we append the following :— 

Whole number of scholars in town attending school the 
past Winter, 219; amount of money appropriated, $1390.94 ; 
average to each scholar, $6.26. District No. 2 had 141 
scholars, more than five-eighths of all in town; and $653.29, 
or considerable less than one-half of the whole amount of - 
money. District No. 8 had 21 scholars and $152.51. All 
the other Districts had but 57 scholars, (a less number than in 
the Primary Department of No. 2) or a little more than one- 
third of all the scholars in town; $585.14, or $10.26 per | 
scholar. All of which is respectfully submitted. 


CHARLES MASON, 

CARRIE G. FAIRBANKS, 

CHARLES K. MASON, 
Superintending School Committee. 
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